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Ms. CANTWELL. Mr. President, I ask 

for the yeas and nays. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a 

sufficient second? 
There appears to be a sufficient sec-

ond. 
The clerk will call the roll. 
The legislative clerk called the roll. 
Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the 

Senator from New Mexico (Mr. LUJÁN) 
and the Senator from Vermont (Mr. 
SANDERS) are necessarily absent. 

Mr. THUNE. The following Senators 
are necessarily absent: the Senator 
from Wyoming (Mr. BARRASSO), the 
Senator from Missouri (Mr. BLUNT), the 
Senator from North Carolina (Mr. 
BURR), and the Senator from Tennessee 
(Mr. HAGERTY). 

The result was announced—yeas 51, 
nays 43, as follows: 

[Rollcall Vote No. 53 Ex.] 

YEAS—51 

Baldwin 
Bennet 
Blumenthal 
Booker 
Brown 
Cantwell 
Cardin 
Carper 
Casey 
Collins 
Coons 
Cortez Masto 
Duckworth 
Durbin 
Feinstein 
Gillibrand 
Hassan 

Heinrich 
Hickenlooper 
Hirono 
Kaine 
Kelly 
King 
Klobuchar 
Leahy 
Manchin 
Markey 
Menendez 
Merkley 
Murkowski 
Murphy 
Murray 
Ossoff 
Padilla 

Peters 
Reed 
Rosen 
Schatz 
Schumer 
Shaheen 
Sinema 
Smith 
Stabenow 
Sullivan 
Tester 
Van Hollen 
Warner 
Warnock 
Warren 
Whitehouse 
Wyden 

NAYS—43 

Blackburn 
Boozman 
Braun 
Capito 
Cassidy 
Cornyn 
Cotton 
Cramer 
Crapo 
Cruz 
Daines 
Ernst 
Fischer 
Graham 
Grassley 

Hawley 
Hoeven 
Hyde-Smith 
Inhofe 
Johnson 
Kennedy 
Lankford 
Lee 
Lummis 
Marshall 
McConnell 
Moran 
Paul 
Portman 
Risch 

Romney 
Rounds 
Rubio 
Sasse 
Scott (FL) 
Scott (SC) 
Shelby 
Thune 
Tillis 
Toomey 
Tuberville 
Wicker 
Young 

NOT VOTING—6 

Barrasso 
Blunt 

Burr 
Hagerty 

Luján 
Sanders 

The nomination was confirmed. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. VAN 

HOLLEN). Under the previous order, the 
motion to reconsider is considered 
made and laid upon the table, and the 
President will be immediately notified 
of the Senate’s actions. 

The senior Senator from Maryland. 
f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

Mr. CARDIN. Mr. President, I move 
to proceed to legislative session. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on agreeing to the motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 
f 

BLACK HISTORY MONTH 

Mr. CARDIN. Mr. President, I rise 
today in recognition of Black History 
Month. 

Black History Month provides an op-
portunity for our Nation collectively 

to reflect on and celebrate the con-
tributions and legacies of Black Ameri-
cans. And while we have chosen this 
month, February, to engage in collec-
tive celebration, we must also remem-
ber that we benefit from the contribu-
tions and legacies of these great Amer-
icans every single day. 

Today, I would like to focus my re-
marks on our Nation’s black entre-
preneurs. From Madame C.J. Walker to 
Baltimore’s own Reginald F. Lewis and 
beyond, Black entrepreneurs have long 
been vital to the success of the Amer-
ican economy. 

Unfortunately, throughout history, 
those who seek to hold back the 
progress of the Black community view 
the successes of Black entrepreneurs as 
a threat. 

One need only look to the 1921 Tulsa 
Massacre—a dark incident in our Na-
tion’s history that has belatedly en-
tered our collective consciousness. 

White residents of Tulsa, OK, 
bombed, burned, and destroyed the 
Greenwood District. In addition to an 
untold number of lives lost—estimates 
range from dozens to hundreds—the 
riot destroyed homes, churches, 
schools, and businesses in the district. 
At the time, Greenwood was known as 
‘‘Black Wall Street’’ due to its thriving 
Black middle class and successful busi-
nesses, and its destruction was one of 
the worst instances of racial violence 
in our Nation’s history. 

It is with instances like Greenwood 
and the dozens like it in mind that I 
stand here today because while Black 
entrepreneurs no longer work under 
the threat of such violence, they still 
face many longstanding systemic bar-
riers. 

My late friend and mentor, former 
Congressman Parren J. Mitchell, be-
lieved very strongly that the Federal 
Government had an important role to 
play in our efforts to right these his-
torical injustices and support Black en-
trepreneurs. 

In 1977, Congressman MITCHELL 
fought to pass an amendment to a $4 
billion Federal public works program 
requiring city and State recipients to 
set aside 10 percent of the funds for mi-
nority-owned businesses. He would go 
on to call the amendment his proudest 
congressional accomplishment. 

I was incredibly proud last year to 
build on his legacy by working across 
the aisle and finally codifying the Mi-
nority Business Development Agency, 
MBDA, and giving the agency the re-
sources and leadership necessary to 
help support entrepreneurs in the 
Black and other minority commu-
nities. 

This accomplishment is particularly 
important in Maryland, as the Pre-
siding Officer knows, since we are the 
home to the highest concentration of 
minority-owned businesses in the coun-
try. 

While we have made progress, we 
must also continue working together 
to address these systemic inequities. 

At the height of the pandemic, we 
came together to create the Paycheck 

Protection Program, the PPP program, 
and we worked in a bipartisan manner 
to improve the program once it became 
clear that it was leaving far too many 
of our most vulnerable small busi-
nesses behind. 

We invested in non-bank financial in-
stitutions like the community deposi-
tory financial institutions and micro-
lenders. We strengthened relationships 
between the Small Business Adminis-
tration and our Nation’s historically 
Black colleges and universities and mi-
nority-serving institutions. We created 
grant programs that reduced structural 
barriers instead of reinforcing them. 

Recent studies have shown that these 
policies directly address the inequities 
present during the phase 1 PPP, which 
favored larger businesses. Through 
thoughtful policy, we made the pro-
gram more equitable with the share of 
loans made to minority-owned busi-
nesses during phases 2 and 3 of the pro-
gram in proportion with their overall 
share of small businesses. 

As I speak here today, the Senate is 
still trying to find a path forward on 
President Biden’s Build Back Better 
budget, which implements many of the 
lessons we have learned over the past 2 
years. The bill contains many key pro-
visions that will provide the SBA and 
the MBDA with resources to empower 
Black entrepreneurs even more. 

For instance, the Build Back Better 
Act would create a direct loan program 
at the SBA. It would create a new Up-
lift Accelerator program to deepen the 
relationships between SBA and HBCUs, 
and it would make the SBA existing 
loan products more accessible and af-
fordable. 

The pandemic has demonstrated that 
when we come together to address the 
problems in our society free from par-
tisanship and in good faith, we are able 
to make great strides. It also confirms 
that the Federal Government has a key 
role to play in addressing the historic 
injustices that have harmed—and con-
tinue to harm—Black entrepreneurs 
and the Black community at large. 

This Black History Month, let us 
commit to pairing our words with ac-
tions, just as we did during the pan-
demic. We need to enact these proven 
policies as quickly as possible. We can-
not let this opportunity pass us by. 

Mr. President, I suggest the absence 
of a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
proceeded to call the roll. 

Mrs. FISCHER. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

TRIBUTE TO JUDGE JOHN GERRARD 
Mrs. FISCHER. Mr. President, I rise 

today to celebrate the distinguished 
career of a Nebraska public servant, 
U.S. District Court Judge John 
Gerrard. 

After just over 10 years on the Fed-
eral bench in the District of Nebraska, 
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